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Ireland and the Ukrainian War Crisis
Ireland is amongst several European Union (EU) nations that have held to neutrality and is one of six EU member-states not part of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) (Lynch & Barigazzi, 2022). The lead-up to and the subsequent invasion of Ukraine by Russia has caused a substantial shake-up in Western Society, as many previously neutral countries, and particularly Ireland, should look to increase their military spending and potentially consider aligning themselves with NATO or acquiescing to an EU-led parallel organization. Ireland is unique in being one of the EU countries facing the most overt meddling and militant pressure from Russia, being seen as the weakest and most isolated of the EU nations, and thus a weak point for Russian military aggression and gunboat diplomacy in the North Atlantic (Mahadzir, 2022).
           In spite of this, Ireland has in many ways risen to the occasion, being amongst the most outspoken advocates and supporters of Ukraine within their modest means, as well as one of the many voices for Russian Sanctions and Ukrainian admittance into the EU (Taoiseach, 2022)(Killean, 2022).
Unity between former Client States
           Ukraine and Ireland share a common history of being liberated colonial client states, with deep seeded mistrust and turmoil surrounding their former oppressors, in the nations of the United Kingdom and Russia respectively. This shared history has resonated strongly with the nation of Ireland and its citizens, prompting a deep and widespread support and sympathy for Ukraine and its people during their Crisis (Gorvett, 2022). Thus, the Ukrainian crisis has been a watershed moment for the historically neutral island nation, which has found itself considering abandoning that stance due to growing external pressures and threats (Lynch and Barigazzi, 2022). 
Irish Diplomatic, Symbolic Support, and Sanctions
           Irish support for Ukraine has come in a multitude of forms but started with the February 24th, 2022, the statement from the Irish Taoiseach (the term used for the Irish Prime Minster), denouncing Russia's attack on Ukraine during the opening hours of the war. This statement asserted that the invasion was both illegal and immoral, asserting it breached international law and the UN charter (Taoiseach, 2022). This includes pressing for and backing domestic and EU sanctions against Russia and Belarus, repeatedly attempting to civically pressure Russia into ceasing their hostilities in Ukraine. Below is a brief timeline of sanctions adopted either in conjunction with or independently against Russia and Belarus (Irish Department of Justice, 2022)(Irish Department of Foreign Affaris, 2022).
February 2022 Sanctions
· Travel ban on all 351 Russian State Duma who recognized the 'break-away' regions of Ukraine and a freezing of their EU assets. This also expanded to include sanctions against Vladimir Putin, Sergey Lavrov, and other Russian Oligarchs and Government officials.
· Restrictions on Russian State access to EU Capital and Financial markets and services. Banning of Russian control entities on listed EU markets and investments or withdrawals from Russian nationals in excess of 100,000 Euros. 
· The banning of goods from the Russian backed 'break-away' regions of Donetsk and Luhansk.
· Restrictions on the sale or transfer of Oil Refining goods to Russia.
· Restriction on Aviation and Aerospace Technologies being sold to Russia, as well as Insurance and Maintenance of those technologies.
· Prohibition of the Central Bank of Russia performing? or operating in Europe.
· Denial of Russian air-carriers and Russian-owned Aircraft to land in, take off from, or fly-over EU controlled air-space.
March 2022 Sanctions
· Seven Russian financial institutions were cut off from financial messaging services (SWIFT) tied to the EU, and further prohibited the supply or transfer of EU-supported banknotes or currency to Russia or its citizens.
· A prohibition on Pro-Russian or Russian sponsored state news and media outlets within the EU.
· A Travel ban and asset freeze on 22 Belarussian senior military and Ministry for Defense personnel.
· Restriction on trade to Russia and Belarus, related to the trade of Tobacco, mineral fuels, bituminous and hydrocarbon products, potassium chloride, wood products, cement, iron, steel, and rubber. Further restrictions to technologies that could be used in Russia or Belarussian's military, technological, and defense and security development were further banned.
· Ban on Maritime navigations goods and Technologies to Russia, as well as insurance and maintenance of such products.
· A travel ban and asset freeze on an additional 161 members of the Russian Federation Council and individuals benefiting from the Russian Government, as well as 9 additional non-government entities (NGOs).
· Restrictions on financial sector of Belarus, tied to state owned entities on EU markets.
· Banning of transactions with certain Russian-controlled companies and the prohibition of credit to Russian persons.
April 2022 Sanctions
· A prohibition on coal and other solid fuels from Russia, as well as barring Russian flagged vessels access to EU ports, as well as a ban to Russian and Belarussian truckers operating within the EU, as well as export bans for jet fuel and other material that may support the Russian war effort, as well as import bans on wood, cement, and fertilizer.
· Banning Russians from public procurement, financial support to Russian public bodies, crypto-wallets, and the sale of banknotes and transferrable securities.
· An EU travel ban and asset freeze to an additional 217 Kremlin officials, oligarchs, propagandists, and their family members, as well as an additional 18 non-governmental agencies.
June 2022 Sanctions
· An EU travel ban and asset freeze to an additional 65 Military staff, as well as an additional 18 non-governmental agencies.
· Strengthening of national penalties for interfering with EU-supported communication networks.
· Three Russian credit institutions were cut from financial messaging services and software (SWIFT).
· Prohibition on the import of Russian crude oil, providing insurance for Russian maritime oil and petroleum vessels and products, with some exceptions related to Czechia, Croatia, and Bulgaria.
· Prohibition on provisioning for Russia of accounting, auditing, bookkeeping, tax consulting, business and management consulting, and public relations services.
· Further expansion of potential goods that cannot be sent to Belarus for fear of them being used to assist in the Russian war effort.
· Belarus credit institutions were cut off from financial messaging services and software (SWIFT).
· An EU travel ban and asset Freeze of 12 Belarus individuals and 8 non-government entities associated with the Russian war effort.
July 2022 Sanctions
· Prohibition on import, sale, or transfer of gold originating in Russia.
· Expansion of controlled export items that can be used to further the Russian war effort.
· Extension of Russian port access ban to include locks.
· Expansion on prohibition, preventing third parties and majority owned Russian companies in third counties from operating in the EU.
October 2022 Sanctions
· Further expansions of controlled export items that can be used for further the Russian war effort.
· Prohibition of the sale of civilian firearms and ammunition to Russia.
· Extension of the ban of iron and steel originating in Russia,
· Import restrictions on wood pulp, paper, precious stones and metals, cigarettes, plastics, cosmetics, and materials used in industrial capacities to Russia.
· Prohibition on maritime transport and technical and financial assistance for the transportation of crude oil and petroleum products originating in Russia, as well as price caps related to these products.
· Ban on EU nationals holding posts in Russian State-Owned entities and companies, subject to transaction bans.
· Further extensions to Russian vessels attempting to access EU ports or locks.
· Prohibition of the sale or provisioning of architectural and engineering services, as well as IT consultancy and legal services to Russia.
· Ireland banned Russian and Belarussian citizens from entering Ireland on U.K. acquired short stay passports.
This long list of Irish-backed national and EU sanctions was further symbolically supported by Ireland's backing of Ukraine's EU membership on May 26th, 2022, with contingents of Irish diplomatist and Senior officials visiting Kyiv in both May and July (Killeen, 2022)(President of Ukraine, 2022). During these visits, Ireland remained outspoken in Ukraine's territorial and national sovereignty and made further steps, removing the requirement for visas for Ukrainians fleeing the conflict, which has been seen as a particularly significant gesture by Ukrainian officials and President Volodymyr Zelensky in particular.
           The refugee crisis caused by the conflict has also caused a dramatic influx of Refugees in Ireland, with between 55,000 to 70,000 refugees currently residing in Ireland, with an estimated total estimated to exceed 200,000 before the war's end. For Ireland, this means that currently, approximately 1 out of every 100 persons residing in Ireland is a Ukrainian refugee, with that number potentially rising as high as 1 in every 25 before the end of the war. This mass influx has caused exacerbated housing, medical, and education shortages in the island nation, as Ukrainian refugees begin living in contracted hotels and homes contracted by the Irish Government as a stop-gap measure (Specia, 2022). In spite of this, Ireland has continued to allow refugees despite the logistical issues they currently face (UN Refugee Agency, 2022).
Military and Humanitarian Aid
           Aside from Sanction and Refugee intake, Ireland and the rest of the EU and Western World have provided significant financial aid to Ukraine for humanitarian and military material support. Much of this aid was initially going to Irish backed NGO's, with up to 2 Million Euros being provided though the Irish Government to support Ukraine, Poland, and Moldova in the wake of first months of the war, with another Million euros provided to the Council of Europe's Development Bank in July of 2022 and further increasing their Humanitarian aid package to 20 Million Euros (Irish Aid, 2022)(Ireland's international response, 2022). More significant is Ireland's acquiescence to providing funds for military aid in September of 2022, further distancing them from their historical stance of neutrality, in the form of 55 Million Euros in funds and material, though it was stipulated to be used exclusively for non-lethal military assistance (Gallagher, 2022). 
Ireland the Weak Link of the European Security and Russian Gunboat Diplomacy
           With one of the smallest standing militaries in Europe, numbering approximately 8,500 in total man-power, Ireland's ability and need to defend itself has become a vital focus of the Irish Government over the past year (Central Intelligence Agency, 2022)(Gorvett, 2022). Ireland has also historically been one of the lowest spenders amongst EU member-states on defense, spending 0.3% of its GDP, and currently spends the least on defense as a portion of the GDP amongst its EU peers (Lynch and Barigazzi, 2022). Ireland's military, in conjunction with its geographic isolation and known military vulnerabilities, such as being unable to identify or intercept all aircraft in their air space or being able to protect their maritime Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ) from adversarial foreign powers. This has become more evident with allegations of Russian tampering with undersees internet communication lines via the Russian research and potential spy vessel Yantar working in support of Delta-IV-class Russian spy submarines during August of 2021 (Sutton, Nov 2021)(Sutton, Aug 2021)(IIEA, 2022). 
           This situation escalated further, in the months leading up to the Ukrainian invasion, with Russia planning a sizeable naval exercise, consisting of 140 warships and support vessels, 60 aircraft, and 10,000 military personnel during February of 2022, inside the Irish EEZ (Mahadzir, 2022). The vessels participating in this exercise would have included the Russian missile cruise and flag-ship RFS Mashal Ustinov, the sister ship to the RFS Moskova sunk in the Black sea on April 14th, 2022. The exercise was only relocated after the protestation and threats from Irish civilians, including fishermen, who planned to actively interfere with Russian operations in the EEZ and NATO condemnation of the exercise in light of escalating tensions with Ukraine, causing a relocation of the exercise to the Mediterranean Sea, (LaGrone, 2022)(Westendarp, 2022)(CBC, 2022).
           Still, in a provocative act, the RFS Mashal Ustinov and some of the fleet in August, after six months of deployment, attempted to return home through the Irish Sea, loitering there for five days, before returning home through the English Channel (Sutton, Aug 2022)(Ebrahimi, 2022)(O'Conner, 2022). These two events, which could be viewed as modern attempts at gunboat diplomacy, as a means of further pressuring the EU and the Irish-Sympatric US into appeasement and amelioration towards Russian aims with Ukraine, as well as potential retaliation against Ireland's UN actions against Russia during the Syrian war Crisis (Lawerence et. All, 2016)(Raik, 2021). 
           This aggression from Russia, both directly and via the Ukrainian War crisis has many Irish Government officials debating if it is time for Ireland to abandon neutrality, and either move forward with empowering the EU's Common Security and Defense Policy (CSDP) or apply for NATO membership(Gorvett, 2022)(Lynch and Barigazzi, 2022). Ireland has been against joining NATO historically because of the United Kingdom membership in the organization. However, the changing international political landscape has pressed some to think it may be time to put aside old biases for the sake of Irish and European Security and Defense. 
           Thus the Irish Government, through the Commission on the Defence Forces (CoDF), has come to the conclusion that without significant defense budget increases, to bring Ireland in line with the CSDP, of .5% of GDP, with the aim of increasing it ultimately to 1.425% (Still below the 2% required of NATO members), by 2030 to prevent Ireland's land, air, maritime, and cyber domain becoming vectors of attack towards Ireland's neighbors and European Partners (IIEA, 2022). There are signs that Ireland is already following through with the goals of improving their National defense, as seen with the acquisition of their latest Offshore Patrol Vessels (OSV), four patrol vessels classified as PV90-Samuel Becket Class constabulary vessels, that will be dedicated to the protection of the EEZ (Wirtheim, 2022). Still, more modernization, improvements, and hard decisions lay ahead of Ireland in pursuit of security and national defense.

Conclusions
           Ireland's position in the wake of the Ukrainian war crisis is unique in that they also face continued pressure from Russia, as one of the most isolated and militarily underdeveloped member states of the European Union. In spite of this, Ireland has seen dramatic political shifts and a significant outpouring of aid and support to Ukraine in both a selfless and sympathetic aid stance towards another liberated former client state. 
           Still, the Ukrainian War Crisis has also forced Ireland to over-extend itself to support others, exacerbating their own domestic housing, education, and medical crises, and highlighting the many efforts that face the isle of Erin in the years to come as the war continues, to provide humanitarian support both domestically and abroad, while in turn improving their security and defense posture, and ultimately deciding if the long-standing policy of Irish neutrality should and can continue to exist in the rise of international authoritarian aggression internationally.
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